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SUBJECT:  QAYUM  KARZAI  AND  AMBASSADOR  DISCUSS  SAUDI 

RECONCILIATION  TALKS 

REF:  A.  KABUL  2746  B.  RIYADH  1510 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  William  B.  Wood  for  Reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d) 

f.  1 . (C)  SUMMARY.  On  October  13,  Abdul  Qayum  Karzai  described  to  the  Ambassador  the  potential  Saudi  reconciliation  process.  He  and  Abdullah  Ans 
f2 . (C)  For  the  past  two  and  a half  years,  Qayum  said  he  had  been  seeking  a "bottom-up"  process  for  engagement  with  reconciliable  Taliban  outsi 
SEEKING  SAUDI  INVOLVEMENT 

f3 . (C)  Anas  and  Qayum  met  with  Dr.  Mansour,  advisor  to  King  Abdullah,  to  ask  Saudi  Arabia  to  host  the  first  engagement  in  this  process:  gather 
TALIBAN  MULLAH  ZAIF  AGREES  TO  PARTICIPATE 

14.  (C)  In  April  2008,  Qayum  hosted  Dr.  Mansour,  Anas  and  Mullah  Abdul  Salam  Zaif,  former  Taliban  ambassador  to  Pakistan  and  informal  line  to  l> 
QAYUM  PREPARES  THE  GROUND  AND  THE  SAUDIS  ENGAGE  - CAUTIOUSLY 

15.  (C)  As  a result  of  Qayum' s,  and  then  President  Karzai 's,  meetings  with  Dr.  Mansour,  King  Abdullah  called  Karzai  directly  to  discuss  the  prc 

16.  (C)  Through  the  spring  and  summer  representatives  from  both  Saudi  Arabia  and  Afghanistan  shuttled  back  and  forth.  Qayum  and  former  Kandahar 
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closely  together,  traveling  to  Saudi  to  meet  with  Mansour  and  Prince  Miqrin,  head  of  Saudi  intelligence.  Mansour  made  more  visits  to  Kabul  and 
THE  SEPTEMBER  MEETING 

17.  (C)  In  organizing  the  trip,  Qayum,  Mansour  and  Zaif  agreed  the  focus  would  be  on  religious  activities  and  peaceful  exchanges,  in  keeping  wi 
1.8.  (C)  Qayum  said  the  Saudis  orchestrated  the  encounter  carefully.  When  the  Taliban  group  arrived,  Qayum  went  to  his  room  while  Mansour  remair 
19.  (C)  Qayum  said  Prince  Miqrin  called  him  just  before  dawn  to  brief  him  on  the  dinner  and  meeting.  Miqrin  said  a large  group  had  come  from  Me 
QAYUM  DETERMINED  TO  KEEP  PROCESS  DISCIPLINED  AND  OUT  OF  GOVT  HANDS 

1.10.  (C)  The  Ambassador  praised  Qayum' s leadership  on  this  important  issue.  He  stressed  that  such  talks  require  discipline  and  patience.  Afghar 

1.11.  (C)  The  Ambassador  asked  that  the  U.S.  be  advised  if  Afghanistan  engaged  any  Taliban  with  ties  to  Al  Qaeda  and/or  global  terrorism  in  the 
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process,  stressed  the  Ambassador,  but  would  not  be  a participant  either.  Qayum  accepted  this  and  commented  that  he  saw  no  way  for  Mullah  Omar  t 
COMMENT 

1.12.  (C)  Qayum  has  President  Karzai 's  confidence,  but  is  a neophyte  in  such  a process.  The  encounter  in  Saudi  Arabia  was  with  Afghan  and  Talibc 
WOOD 


